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MEFWE TO WILD DUCKS REMOVI3D 

Because there was a needless destruction of thousands of gexle birds 

every season at Las Vegas, iJevad3, in nllowiq oil and oil waste from the 

shops of the Union Pacific railway systcn to be deposited on a pool of 

water covering 5 mres, which the birds were in the habit of resorting to, 

especially at ni,ght, iwport 3 were im.ck to county and State game officials 

and finally to the Siclo$czl Survey of the Ui;itsd States Department of 

Agriculture. 

The birds, slighting o,& r the oil-covered wnter, got their feathers so 

matted by the sticky fluid that it wan im;>ossible for them to fly+ Thou&h 

some reached land the evoAuual.ly died from exposure nnc' r,low starvation, 
3 

while as mny ns 91, n;ostIy ducks, were found dead on the pool at one time. 

Dr. E. Y. %Ason, Chief of the Siolo@cal Survey, suggested that 

practicable T?eacures could Ee Cakan to prevent a further discharge of oil 

where it would be a menace to migratory wild fowl, and Wr, H. Coi.&ock, 
. 

general manager in charge of raiiroad operations ii1 the arc.:\, replied that 

acti:ig on his suggestion the company had authorized an expcnditurc of $1,800 

for the installation of an oil. recovery plant which would remedy the situation. 

Commenting on this action, Dr. :Jel:;on stated that such prompt ooopera- 

tion of railway officials with oo~~eoi~vatioi2.sts IS an excellent example 

which it is predicted will be follo?vved by co;lp.nies and irx?i.vidunls in other 

pSS+S Of the COClltTjr, Gno arc reaponsiblc for similar waste. 

Several bills, also, have bee:: iiltroduced in Coqq-ess deni!:ned to 

prevo2-t water polution by oil s.n:i oi,1 waste, especially where it is a mnace 

Yl0t only to wild birdc, Sut fish :nd c?oll-fish, and vl'iiere it contaminates 

the wntcr at bl,*,hing beac5ss. 
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